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EDITORIAL 


by Hal Nason 


Welcome to the latest edition of 
BRACEBITS! | hope that you enjoy 
this Issue as much (or more than) you 
enjoyed the fast Issue of BRACEBITS. 
This issue is being published with a 
different publishing program than we 
used for the last issue. Last issue, as 
you may remember, we used Pubilsh- 
ing Partner, while we are using TIME- 
WORKS DESKTOP PUBLISHER ST to 
produce this issue. | purchased this 
product on a recent trip to Dayton, 
Ohio. Phil Taylor, Chris Dotson, Joe 
Tackett and | traveled to the Dayton 
area because of the number of com- 
puter stores carrying Atarl software 
and hardware. We visited Abby's, 
Microtyme, First Stop Computers, and 
Fairborn Home Computer Center, Inc. 
We also visited a computer store In 
Cincinati which carries Atari com- 
puters. You most likely will recognize 
the names of several of these stores, 
since they advertise (or have advert- 
ised) in Atari specific magazines. Both 
Abby’s and Microtyme have store- 
fronts as well as a mail order bus!- 
ness. First Stop Computers does not 
have a storefront yet, but they were 
Kind enough to let us look at thelr 
inventory and to let us purchase items 
at mail order prices. All three of these 
stores carry a good selection of Atari 
products (most of them use ST’s for 
Inventory control and to print in- 
volces). However, most of thelr Inven- 
tory Is now ST related. 


We were evenly divided between ST 
users and 8-bit users. Most of us had 
visited these stores over the last 
several years. The bad news for 8-bit 
users |s that there has been a steady 
decline in the availability of 8-bit 
software (and hardware) at these 


stores. These stores used to have a 
large selection of 8-bit products and 
over the years we have seen these 
stores go from a whole wail full of 
8-bit software to two shelves (located 
at the bottom and In the corner, no 
less). This is not encouraging for 
those amoung us who are quite 
satisified with their 8-bit computers 
and have no Intentions of switching to 
a ST (or any other computer) In the 
near future. Seeing the lack of 8-bit 
support in their storefronts helps one 
understand at ieast one of the reasons 
one sees very few ads In elther ANTIC 
or ANALOG anymore. It isn’t due to 
the lack of or decline In the circuaition 
of these magazines as much as it Is 
due to the fact that It Is no longer 
productive for these companies to 
advertise their 8-bit software in 
natlonal publications. The loss of 
space Is NOT DUE to a concious 
business decision by these wholsalers 
as much as it is dictated by sales of 
these products. Alas, It is a fact of Ilfe 
that fewer people are buying 8-bit 
computers and the 8-bit users are 
buying fewer new products (the in- 
ventory that the stores carried was 
mostly games). This trend is not 
going to reverse itself, unfortunately. 
8-bit users are going to have to get 
used to this fact of life and band 
together in user’s groups and support 
both ANALOG and ANTIC magazines 
in thelr efforts to serve the 8-bit user's 
needs. 


Last monih | revisted ANTIC Maga- 
zine. This month | will revisit ANALOG 
Magazine. | do not Intend to take 
another look at Atari Explorer at this 
time as | did in an earller Issue of 
BRACEBITS, since the scope of Atari 
Explorer is mostly reserved for the ST 
user. It would be more appropriate to 
compare it with START and ST LOG, 
which we will do In a future Issue of 
BRACESBITS. Also, In this Issue we | 
will review the Sears SR1200 modem. 


i would like to thank Chris Dotson 
for his artwork used elsewhere In this 
issue. 


DISCLAIMER 


BRACEBITS Is published monthly by 
B.RA.C.E (Bluegrass Region Atari 
Computer Enthusiasts) of Lexington, 
Kentucky. All contents, unless other- 
wises noted, are public domain and 
available for duplication. This news- 
letter Is created by and for the use of 
dues paying members of B.R.A.C.E. It 
Is available on an exchange basis 
with any other Atari user’s group. 
Neither B.R.A.C.E. nor BRACEBITS is 
affliated with the Atari Corp. Any 
reference to any trademark should be 
so noted and is acknowledged. The 
articles In this newsletter are the 
opinions of the authors and do not 
necessarily erflect those of the offl- 
cers or of the group. 


Any dues paying member may submit 
an article or artwork to the editor for 
publication. The deadiine for submis- 
slons is the first Wednesday of the 
month the newsletter Is due out. 
Articles may be editied and/or pub- 
lished at the discretion of the editor. 
Articles may be mailed to Hal Nason, 
151 Todds Rd. #240, Lexington, KY 
40509 (electronic media is preferred, 
but hard copy Is acceptable) or 
submitted via modem to Hal at 269- 
8989. ASCII is the preferred method 
of saving your article to disk, but any 
word processing program format Is 
acceptable. 


The next B.R.A.C.E. meeting will be 
held Wednesday, August 16, 1989 in 
conference room B of the downtown 
(main) branch of the Lexington Free 
Public Library from 7:00 P.M. - 9:00 
P.M. 


SEARS SR1200 MODEM 


PRODUCT REVIEW 


by Hal Nason 


As most of you know by now, | have made the switch to an 
Atarl 520ST. When 
i made the switch | 
had to purchase a 
new modem, since 
the modem | was 
using with my 8-bit 
system was incom- 


patible with the ST. FROHT PAREL LIGHTS 


I was in a hurry to Light Meaning 

get online, so | : 

went to my friendly HS High-speed 
local Sears and Aa Auto-answer 
purchased _ their ‘ 

EEiibbe anon Ch Carrier detect 
ti nies inka Ou Off hook 

realize that | could 

have got a 1200 . 

Sainlae Enea RD Receive data 
cheaper than the ob send data 

one that | pur- 

chased from Sears. TR Terminal ready 
But, speed was a 

factor. Also, the MR Hoden peady 


Sears modem has 
a one year war- 
ranty and can be repaired locally by their service center. So, if 
i have any problems with the modem, | should get my modem 
Dack in operation quicker than if | had purchased one by mail 
order. In this light the extra price may be worth the added 
expense. Now on with the review of the modem! 


The modem is a 1200 baud modem. It is fully Hayes 
compatable (In fact, it looks so much flke a Hayes | am 
wondering if Hayes manufactures it for Sears). Itis compatible 
with Bell 103 or 212A type modems and Is compatible with 
CCITT V22 modems for asynchronous communication only, in 
originate or answer mode. It has both touch tone and rotary 
dialing capabilities. The modem has a speaker with pro- 
grammable volume control. It has two modular TELCO 
connectors (RJ1i1 type). The modem has 10 dip switches, 
which are located behind the front panel of the modem. It 
would have been more convenient if the switches were locaied 
in a more easily accessile area and not hidden behind a panel. 
This jocation does have the advantage of preventing the 
accidental change of settings. 


The documentation for the modem is excellent. The owner’s 
manual is 52 pages long and is well written. The manual is 
appropriately illusirated and easy to understand. itis extremely 
comprehensive (that is to say that it covers all, if not more than, 
that you need to know about your modem. It contains a 
comprehensive introduction, a well written and illustrated 
nstallation chapter, and a comprehensive list and explanation 
of the commands and S-Reglsters. There are six appendecies. 


Front Panel Indicators 


Description (when lit} 


laden operating at 1200 bps, 
Auto-ansver enabled, 
Carrier signal detected? moden receives a 


from the remote susten, 


Modem is using the telephone line (e.g,, 
to dial a remote systen. 

Modem receiving data from remote sysen, 
Data is being transmitted ora command is 
being echoed, 

Computer to which modem is attached is 
ready to send or receive data, 

Modem power is on, 


The modem can be checked via use of telephone IInes, how to 
do this Is explained In Appendix E - Testing the Modem. You 
can check the following functions of the modem: 
® Analog loopback (on- or off-line) 
Logical digital loopback 
Remote digital loopback 
DTMF dialer 
Product ID code 
ROM checksum 
Internal memory 


Result Codes: 

0 OK 

1 CONNECT 

2 RING 

3 NO CARRIER 

4 ERROR 

5 CONNECT 1200 
6 NO DIALTONE 
7 BUSY 

3 NO ANSWER 


I have had no problems with this modem. It seems to be a very 
good 1200 baud modem and can be used with 8-bit system: 

(with the use of an 850 Interface or P:R: CONNECTION). In 
conclusion, | would recommentd this modem to anybody. 


@ 


ANALOG REVISITED 


by Hal Nason 


lf you have been a member of B.R.A.C.E. for awhile, you 
may remember that we did an issue of BRACEBITS In 
which we did reviews of the major Atari Specific maga- 
zines (ANTIC, ANALOG, and ATARI EXPLORER). Last 
month we revisited ANTIC Magazine and this month we will 
revisit ANALOG Magazine. 


So, how are things at ANALOG Magazine these days? 
Well, a lot of changes have taken place since we last 
looked at the magazine. Perhaps the most notable change 
Is that after going through a period of irregular to 
non-publication, the publication of ANALOG Magazine has 
returned to normal monthly publication, since it was bought 
by the new owners. Also, the new owners have made 
changes to the layout of the magazine. 


The magazine is now printed on glossy paper, which was 
one of my complaints when | fast reviewed ANALOG 
Magazine. The graphics of the magazine are much more 
appealing. The look and readability of the type-in section 
has been improved greatly. For instance, the checksum 
codes preceeding the line numbers are now printed Ina 
shaded box for emphasis and to help prevent your 
accidently typing In the checksum code as part of the 
- program code. The July, 1989 issue even has graphics 
(some in color) on the type-in pages as well as color 
headings and a variety of text styles and title layouts. 


After combining space with the ST, ANALOG Magazine Is 
now devoted almost entirely to the 8-bit Atari, with only a 
small column devoted to ST news appearing In some 
issues of ANALOG. The End User, a column by Authur 
Leyenberger, continues as a regular feature. Mr. Leyenber- 
ger continues to call the shots as he sees them and is not 
afrald to take pokes at Atari when he feels that criticism Is 
in order. For instance, in the July, 1989 issue, he sheds 
some fight on Atari’s treatment of independent dealers 
versus Atari owned stores (i.e. stores In the Federated 
group of stores, recently dispossed of by Atari). It seems 
that when Atari recently began Including double-sided 
drives in the S20STFM computer, stores In the Federated 
Group were shipped the new machines, while the indepen- 
dent dealers continued to receive the older machines. 
Now, Mr. Leyenberger takes some heat from time to time 
by readers for taking the stands that he does. Some 
readers seem to think that no loyal Atarian should be 
critical of their beloved computer company. In fact, Mr. 
Leyenberger is a loyal Atarian who knows that only through 
criticism will Atarl get better and become viable in a very 
competetive business. All he does is point out mistakes 
made by Atarl’s officers In hopes that they will rectify the 
matter, thus making their GREAT COMPUTERS even 
BETTER! ANALOG has recently started reprinting Boot 
Camp (a popular feature of earller magazines which taught 
users about assembly-language). These columns are now 


out of print and are of great use and Interest to those who 
are new owners of 8-bit Atari’s. 


ANALOG Magazine continues to print a big variety of 
type-in programs for the 8-bit Atarl. They usually offer 
about § programs each month written In BASIC, Assembly- 
language, and Machine Language. Thelr games are usually 
written in Machine Language, allowing for fast action and 
superlor graphics. And, of course, the magazine Is 
available with disk (for those of us who do not have the 
time and/or patience to type the programs in from the 
listings). 


Comparisons between ANALOG and ANTIC are Inevitable. 
At our last look at these magazines, | gave the advantage to 
ANTIC Magazine based on It’s availability at the newsstand 
and more attractive graphics layout. Weill, all of that has 
CHANGED! ANALOG Magazine Is now avallable on the 
newsstand on a regular monthly basis, while ANTIC 
Magazine has disappeared from most newsstands, with 
only the disk issue available. ANALOG Magazine is now 
more appealing graphically and ANTIC Is now being 
printed on non-glossy paper. While It probably would be 
best If articles were printed on glossy paper and the 
type-in listings were printed on non-glossy paper, when 
forced to choose, | would give preference to the glossy 
paper. ANALOG Magazine is usually bigger than ANTIC, 
$o I give the nod to ANALOG on this count. About the only 
advantage ANTIC now has over ANALOG is price. The 
magazines themselves are priced the same, but the 
magazine alone is not available on most newsstands and 
ANTIC recently forced most magazine only subscribers to 
take a disk subscription. The price for a disk subscription 
to ANTIC is $59.00 per year versus ANALOG’s $79.00. 
Although ANALOG costs $20.00 more per year, | would 
still give the nod to ANALOG over ANTIC based on their 
superior machine language games. 


In conclusion, as noted above, | now give the edge to 
ANALOG Magazine over ANTIC. However, | would 
encourage Atarlans to support BOTH MAGAZINES. We 
Atarlans are lucky to have two magazines devoted 
exclusively to our computers. Also, as the Inevitable 
occurs, i.e. the end of production of the 8-bit line (even as 
a gaming machine), it becomes essential for the 8-bit user 
to support the magazines devoted to their computers in 
order to keep them alive, thus keeping support for the 
8-bit's alive. The 8-bit Atari is a great computer and it can 
and does meet the demands of it’s users. Through the 
support of ANALOG AND ANTIC Magazines (and by 
supporting your local user’s group) user’s of the 8-bit Atar! 
computer will be able to use and be productive with thelr 
computers long after the production of them has ended. 
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